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Principal’s Message - Jane Todd, Principal

Dear Parents,

Now that spring is officially upon us, the dust has settled a
bit from the levy last February, and before the summer
starts and the dust rises again because of construction, I
thought you may have questions concerning the addition to
Redmond High School I may be able to answer here. I am
including a number of pieces of information to this letter I
hope you will find useful. I invite you to contact me or the
project manager, whose information is provided in the FAQ
sheet, if you find you still have questions left unanswered.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you personally
for your support of the levy a few months ago. I know these
are very tough times and it is a tribute to the strength of this
community and the importance you place on quality educa-
tion that you did so.

I would also like to acknowledge and voice my appreciation
for the responsiveness of the district on this project. Our
staff raised concerns about the number of classrooms origi-
nally planned for the new wing (10) and whether they would
accommodate the projected number of students. The district
responded by adding another four classrooms to the plans.
Our staff raised concerns about the need for an auxiliary
gym, and the district was able to show us the data used and
to convince us the need was real. Our staff raised concerns
about accessibility to the loading dock of the Performing Arts
Center, and the district worked to reconfigure the plans to
make certain the show(s) could go on. And our staff raised
concerns about the portables shown in the plans. The dis-
trict helped us understand that portables are planned in
case they are needed in the future, not as a given, and if
they are needed, we are assured they will be made to look as
much as possible like the existing building. We are further
assured that construction will be confined to areas which
will not impact student safety, access or instruction while
school is in session.

I am including a FAQ’s sheet and a Project Fact sheet
with this letter, and more information can be found on

the district’s website at http://www.lwsd.org/For-

Community/School-Construction/Modernization/Pages/

Redmond-High-Addition.aspx

Please do let me know if you have other questions or con-
cerns. And I'll take this opportunity to thank you for al-
lowing me to work with your children this year and to
wish you all a wonderful, relaxing, energizing summer.

See you in September!

Sincerely,

Jane
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SAT/ACT Practice Test Dates
Kate Dunn, Chair

Save the Date!

College Practice Tests sponsored by the RHS PTSA are tentatively
scheduled for the 2011-2012 school year as follows:

Fall Mock SAT
Fall Practice ACT Sat, Nov 12th
Winter Mock SAT Sat, Feb 25th
Winter Practice ACT Wed, Mar 14th

Sat, Sep 17th

These full-length practice tests are administered by the Prince-
ton Review and offer students the opportunity to practice test
taking strategies and determine baseline scores prior to taking
the official SAT and ACT college entrance exams. Tests results
are provided back to the students in the form of a detailed Score
Report that identifies individual strengths and areas for improve-
ment. Additional information and registration forms to be sent
with information packets this summer.

Shelly Sharp Macer,
Redmond High School Librarian

Notes From The Library

A huge thank you to the anonymous individual who donated On
American Soil: How Justice Became a Casualty of WWII by local au-
thor Jack Hamman. It is much appreciated.

Check out the summer reading list in the library and on the
RHS Library website.
The last day for seniors to return books is May 31.
The last day for 10" and 11™ graders to return books is June 15.

Happy Reading!
Shelly Sharp Macer

Redmond High School Librarian
smacer@lwsd.org
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PTSA Co-President’s Letter - Shelley Flores and Deena Polk

CELEBRATIONS AND GOOD-BYES

Now that our seniors have just about finished and our new
sophomores are waiting in the wings, we need to take a mo-
ment and reflect on how very special the Redmond High School
community is. We have amazing students and parents. We also
have a very supportive staff who help our students gain the
knowledge and experience they need to continue with the next
phase of their life journey. Please take the time to say thank-you
to those who have helped this year — students, staff, and espe-
cially the parents!

So to our graduates, we say, “Don't cry because it's over. Smile
because it happened.” (Dr. Seuss) We want to congratulate our
graduates! We wish them an inspired future!

For our upcoming seniors and juniors, remember you are one
step further on your path. “Often the search proves more profit-
able than the goal.” (E. L. Konigsburg)

We also want to welcome our incoming sophomores and their
families! Getting involved right from the start will help connect
you to the Redmond High School community. There is an amaz-
ing array of activities and opportunities within our school and
community — check them out; keep informed! “Involved parents
understand the challenges schools face and become part of the
solution.” (National PTA)

In August, you will be receiving in the mail a packet with infor-
mation such as PTSA Membership/Directory/Donation form,
Practice SAT/ACT Exams dates and form, Community Partner
form, Grad Night flyer, and Mustang Weekly subscription form.
In the meantime, you can find out more about Redmond High by
checking out the school website (www.lwsd.org/school/rhs), or
the PTSA site (www.redmondhsptsa.org). As Redmond High
families you can sign up to receive the Mustang Weekly. This
free weekly e-newsletter is sent out each Sunday afternoon and
has a wide variety of information. If you want to start receiving
the Mustang Weekly NOW, just submit your name and email
address to rhs.ptsa.news@gmail.com. You can get connected
before September! Please take the time to familiarize yourself
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with the format. That way you can access the information in the
e-news quickly and efficiently. All incoming sophomore parents
will also receive our June Mustang Messenger. However, at the
beginning of the new school year, we will only be publishing it
electronically. We have the opportunity to change the format
due to the nature of sending electronic news. Our newsletters
will still appear on the PTSA website, and we will announce them
through the Mustang Weekly.

At our final PTSA meeting of the year, to be held at 7 pm on
Wednesday, June 8th in the Career Center, we get to honor
some of our amazing students and volunteers. We will present
student scholarships to three deserving graduating seniors. Also
at this meeting, PTSA awards will be presented to parent volun-
teers. Staff awards will be presented at the Moving-Up Assembly
on Monday, June 13th, so they can be recognized amongst their
students and colleagues.

A huge thank you to Marie Kent, Jeanne Thiede and Kathy Den-
nis who served on our Scholarship Committee, and also to Robin
Adler, Kris Bennett and Alison Johnson for their hard work on
the Awards Committee! Thanks to all who stepped up to be
leaders in our community by either taking a position on the Red-
mond High School PTSA Board of Directors or volunteering
within our schools. We could not do all that we do without you!

Have an enjoyable summer. We will see you in September!
Respectfully,

Shelley Flores and Deena Polk
RHS PTSA Co-Presidents

PTSA Financial Report
As of 4/10/2011
PTSA General Account $17,270.84
Baccalaureate $1,923.22
Graduation Night $6,268.31

For a detailed treasurer’s report, please go to
the PTSA website, http://redmondhsptsa.org.

—Kathy Dennis, PTSA Treasurer
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Redmond High School - Addition Project
Project Fact Sheet - May 2011

About Construction:

Anticipated Construction start date

August, 2011

Anticipated Construction completion

August, 2012

Interior remodel start date

June, 2012

Interior remodel completion

September, 2012

Contractor access to site

Existing access off 104th St located at SE corner of
school

Contractor parking

On-site (within construction fence and/or park-and
ride) - no on-street parking will be allowed.

About the School:

School location during construction

No change

Programs relocated/displaced during construction

None

Current enrollment

1,486 (designed for 1,500 students)

Existing School area

203,204 sq.ft.

Proposed School area

235,487 sq.ft.

New building addition locations

Classroom addition to be located just south of Perform-
ing Arts Center.

Auxiliary Gym addition to be located just south of the
existing weight room.

New building additions size

Classroom addition: 23,821 sq.ft.
Auxiliary Gym Addition: 8,462 sq.ft.

Existing number of teaching stations

67

Proposed total number of teaching stations (Existing
+New)

82 (does not include potential future portables)

Exterior colors and materials

Brick, aluminum, paint and windows to match existing
school

About the Site:

Number of new trees to be planted 42
Existing on-site parking (school day) 557
Proposed on-site parking (school day) 567
Existing passenger drop-off spaces 16
Proposed passenger drop-off spaces 16
Existing bicycle stalls 20
Proposed bicycle stalls 53

Vehicular / pedestrian access to site

No modifications being made

Finance:

Source of funds for project

2011 Voter approved Levy which can only be used to
fund construction.
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Q.

Where will the new additions be located?

A. Two separate building additions are included in the project. A new two-story addition located south of the ex-
isting Performing Arts Center that will house Classrooms, Science Labs, an Art Room, and support functions.
There will be a total of fourteen new classrooms in the addition. Also a one-story addition located south of the
existing Weight Room will house a new Auxiliary Gym.

Why is an auxiliary gym being added?

A. The district approved Educational Specification shows that the adding ninth graders to the student population
creates the need for additional P.E. space.

Why are portables being planned?

A. With every major project, the district master-plans portables on the site. At this time, it is not known whether
or not portables will be needed when the building opens in Fall 2012, or if they may be needed in the future.

Where are you in the project’s process?

A. Construction Documents are being completed; the City of Redmond is reviewing the project for applicable per-
mit approvals.

When will the construction begin and the building(s) open?

A. Construction will begin during the summer of 2011 and the addition project will be open in the fall of 2012.

What will the outside of the school look like?

A. The exterior design has been approved by the City of Redmond's Design Review Board. The building additions
have been carefully planned to match the existing character of the current school. You can view elevations of
the building additions at http://www.lwsd.org/For-Community/School-Construction/Modernization/Pages/
Redmond-High-Addition.aspx

How can the district afford school construction given the current state of economy?

A. This specific project was funded by a voter-approved levy measure in February 2011. The district greatly ap-
preciates the community’s willingness to support these projects during such a difficult economic time.

How is the student population at Redmond High changing?

A. Beginning in fall 2012, ninth graders will be added to all high schools in the district. That move was made for
educational reasons but will also help relieve pressure in our overcrowded elementary schools, since 6" grad-
ers will shift into the middle schools, replacing the ninth graders who move to high school. (See www.Ilwsd.org/
News/Shifting-Grades for more information.). So, in 2012, Redmond High School will serve grades nine
through twelve. In addition, there are developments in Redmond that are adding housing and therefore school
-age children.

How does district determine how many students to design the Addition projects for?

A. Normally, the District’s educational facility standards define how many students each type of school
(elementary, junior, or high school) should be designed to serve. The District’s goal is to create equitable
school facilities throughout the district. In this case, the shift of ninth grade students into the high schools was
a significant driver in the total number of students. However, simply adding enough space for the anticipated
numbers of ninth grade students would have created a larger high school than our community is comfortable
with. As a result, an additional secondary school on the east side, that will be open to students from around
the district, is anticipated to draw some of the students from Redmond.

Will there be construction traffic and parking around the school?

A. Construction traffic will be present with the additions project. The existing southeast entrance to the school
will be the designated construction entrance. Construction parking will be within the limits of the construction
fence and not affect existing parking.

Will outside groups still be able to use the building and field facilities during construction?

A. The district suspends all non-school use of the building, fields and grounds for the duration of construction be-
cause construction already places some demands on school scheduling because of contractor’s activities.
Schools need the flexibility during construction to be able to use all of their spaces as needed when construc-
tion impacts various parts of the building. Outdoor uses may also be impacted by safety issues.

More questions?

Please contact the Redmond High school Additions Project Manager, Swati Tyagi at styagi@Iwsd.org
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Parent/community survey now open

Each year, Lake Washington School District asks parents to provide feedback on their experi-
ences with district schools. This year, this survey is also open to community members.
In order to participate, you may either:

1. Click on this link or

2. Copy-paste the entire following link between quote marks (NOT including the quote marks)
in a web browser " http://research.zarca.com/k/SsWYVTsSUsPsPsP "

This data will help our school understand your experiences with our school, where we are doing
well and where we might improve. When combined with feedback from parents at other schools,
this information will also help the district understand where it is doing well or can improve.

Your feedback 1s very important to us. Please take the survey by the end of the day on Monday,
June 6, when 1t closes.

Contact: Kathryn Reith, kreith@lwsd.org

PTSA Reflections Competition 2011 Exhibition

Congratulations to all our Reflections Entrants and a big round of applause to our winners
who went on to the Washington State level of the completion:

Pierce Adler for Excellence in Film
Samit Jain, Outstanding Literature

Maya Balakrishnan for Excellence in Literature

Congratulations to all our entrants and particularly to Samit Jain, who went on to receive an
Award of Merit in the senior category at the State level.

Look out for entry forms in the library in September of 2011, you can enter work in dance,
photography, film, musical composition, literature and visual art.

Could you be our next winner?
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Lake Washington PTSA Council Parent Education Calendar of Events

Tuesday, June 7th from 7- 9 PM
Redmond High Performing Arts Center

The Senior Year: A Program for Parents of Juniors

Presenters: Doug Kimball & Lori Gradinger

For parents and students, the senior year marks a major transition from ‘life as we have known it’ to something that will
be very different for both. As the reality of graduation begins to sink in, college or post high school plans need to be
made. Teens want more freedom and often spend more time with friends. Parents want to do what they believe is best
for their teen on the cusp of independence. Come hear a discussion about the practical realities of senior year, the
developmental tasks for seniors to accomplish and some ideas on how to bridge the communication and expectation
gaps. Some of the topics covered will include:

Procrastination & motivation

Stress management for you & your teen

“Loosening the reins”

Asking questions, when to and when not to

Senioritis

Building the skills necessary for your student to live away from home including finances

Maintaining a strong connection to your teen

Doug Kimball retired from teaching at RHS in 2008 after 34 years at the school. He taught English most of that time and
served as the English Department Chair when he retired. He also advised the school yearbook and the newspaper for
most of those years. He was involved on the sports side coaching boys and girls soccer at RHS most of his career. He
still substitutes for English teachers at Redmond to “stay in the game”. Doug and his wife live in Seattle. He is now en-
joying his twin two year old grandchildren.

Lori Gradinger, MSW, is a Communication Coach for Parents of Teens. In her coaching practice she meets with indi-
viduals and couples, facilitates groups and teaches classes on parenting teens with clarity, strength, empathy and hu-
mor. She is the mother of 3 children, 23 years and twins who are 21. For more information about her work, please go
to www.courageouscommunication.net

This program is for Redmond High parents of current juniors (11" grade)

This is not a college planning program; the college planning program is May 26" at Redmond Jr. High

Organized by the Redmond High School PTSA

If you have any questions, contact Joanne Hall, Chair, Parent Education at hallj88@gmail.com


http://www.courageouscommunication.net/
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Lake Washington Schools Foundation
May 2011

The Lake Washington Schools Foundation wants to thank the generous community for a successful A Legacy for
Learning luncheon in April. Thanks go to everyone who helped make it a success through donating, sponsoring,
volunteering, and attending the luncheon. Initial donations were $144,500, but with pledges and matching funds
the total is expected to be over $168,000. Because of your generosity, Lake Washington Schools Foundation can
continue to fund the LINKS mentoring program, core academic summer school, Access funds for secondary stu-
dents, and the new school grants that support each school’s Continuous Improvement Plans. Grant recipients will
be notified soon—stay tuned for a late May announcement.

The Lake Washington School District continues to provide an outstanding education to its students. However,
right now the State is discussing drastic budget reductions to public education that put the District at risk. This is
on top of the nearly $10 million in budget cuts our District has experienced over the past few years. Now, more
than ever, the Lake Washington Schools Foundation can make a difference by funding programs that may be
eliminated or reduced. The Foundation’s mission is to raise funds to support academic excellence and education
for all students in the Lake Washington School District. Our newly defined vision is that each student will receive
an education that ensures future success. In doing so, we sustain economic vitality and enrich our community’s
quality of life. To that end, we announce the Foundation’s new funding priorities: Equal Access to Educational
Opportunities, Quality Teaching and Leadership, and Future Ready Skills. The Foundation believes these priorities
are the best way to use donor funds and help the District to effectively educate our children.

So what can you do? Get involved—join your local PTSA, let your legislators know how much you support educa-
tion, and volunteer or donate to the Foundation. Volunteer to be a Foundation Ambassador or participate on one
of the Foundation Committees such as Programs, Marketing & Communications, Grant Writing, or Resource De-
velopment. Join the Foundation in ensuring that each student continues to receive an education that ensures fu-
ture success. Go to www.lwsf.org to donate or get involved.

Community Partners

Thank you to our corporate and community partners!
RHS PTSA wish to gratefully acknowledge the following businesses for their
support in helping us advance our mission and fund critical programs that
support our teachers and students:

Archimedes Clubs
Microsoft
Roos Orthodontics
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Lake Washington High Schools
Summer 2011

SAT Prep, Inc., offers an excellent opportunity for students to prepare for the SAT.

Get ready this summer for the PSAT and the SAT!

The PSAT is offered in October.

For 2011-2012, the SAT’s are offered Oct. 1, Nov. 5, Dec. 3, Jan. 28, March 10, May 5, and June 2.

Analytical tools for mathematical concepts, problem solving, critical reading, and vocabulary are taught. Essay writing, gram-
mar, geometry, and algebra topics are included in the course. The course is designed to decrease test anxiety and familiarize
students with test directions, types of questions, and test-taking strategies.

Special Price! Course AND practice test: $319

Course only (6 sessions including textbook and all materials): $298

Practice test only: $35

This is the most economical SAT preparation offered anywhere in this area!

You may register online at www.SATPrep.org using Visa or MasterCard. Additional registration information is included at the
bottom of this page. For the course only, a $25 fee will be charged for cancellations made 7 days or more prior to the start of
the course. Cancellations will be charged $50 within 6 days prior to the start of class. There will be no refund for any can-
celled or missed practice test. This course is supported by the PTSA at each high school. A portion of the registration fee goes
to the general fund of each PTSA.

Scheduling options: www.SATPrep.org. Phone (425) 823-1370.

Easy online registration!

Summer Course at Redmond Junior High Summer Course at Kirkland Junior High

(The course is held at the junior high due to the work at Red- | (The course is held at the junior high due to the work at
mond HS.) LWHS.)

Course: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday Course: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

July 26, 27, 28, August 2, 3, 4; 3:45 - 6:30 p.m. July 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28; 8:30 —11:15 a.m.
Registration deadline: July 20 Registration deadline: July 13

Summer courses are also offered at the following schools:

Skyline High School: July 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21; 8:30 — 11:15 a.m.
Inglemoor High School: July 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21; 8:30 —11:15 a.m.
Mercer Island High School: July 26, 27, 28, August 2, 3, 4; 12:00 — 2:45 p.m.

Summer SAT Prep Practice SAT

Practice test at Inglemoor High School or at Mercer Island High School
Monday, July 11, 7:30a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Registration deadline: July 6
Or

Monday, July 25,7:30a.m.to 12:30 p.m.  Registration deadline: July 20

* 3 Ways to Register:

1. Register online at www.SATPrep.org.

2. Go to www.SATPrep.org. Click on “Register for a course”. Print the form, fill it out, and mail it to us.
3. Phone 425-823-1370 or e-mail office@satprep.org with your request. We will contact you.


http://www.satprep.org/
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Counselors’ Corner
Cheryl Dennis, A — E; Jennifer Martinson, F-Ld;; Ellen Zambrowsky-Huls, Le — Rh; Anita Page, Ri— Z

Grades and the end of the School Year

As the days get warmer, many of our students find their thoughts turning to summer activities. Seniors especially
often have a difficult time keeping themselves on track. Please remind your student that the school year is not
quite over yet and they still have plenty of work to do! Parents are reminded to keep checking Standard Score as
a wonderful tool to help keep their students on track. If you feel there is a discrepancy, you are also welcome to
email teachers for specific questions or concerns. Remember, seniors must have all graduation requirements
completed (including all level 5 essays, Formal Lab Report, QSR and their portfolio presentation) or they will not
be allowed to walk at the graduation ceremony! Also, colleges require a final high school transcript sent to
check second semester grades and they do reserve the right to rescind acceptances if students show lack of pro-
gress. For sophomores and juniors, they do have the option of taking missing credits through summer school (see
below).

Summer School
Registration information for Lake Washington School District Summer School is now available on line! Registra-
tion dates are May 16-June 24. This is an excellent chance for your student to earn missing credits or increase
skills for next year. Please refer to the district website or counseling office for more information. And do remem-
ber that your student’s counselor must sign the form before registration for summer school can be finalized. Also,
the summer school registration forms are available on line or from your counselor in Spanish!

PSAT — Save The Date!
We will be giving the PSAT on Wednesday, October 12, 2011. The price will be $15.00. This will be the only date
the test will be offered at Redmond High School. Registration information will be available during back to school
activities in August.

College Search and Honors Services
Many of our students receive offers for college searches or honors programs that they can participate in for a fee.
While some of these services are legitimate, many are scams offering services that your student can get for a bet-
ter rate elsewhere or for free. Students should not have to pay for honors recognition or scholarship services.
There are many free search engines on the internet, and Mrs. Davidson in our career center has an extensive list of
scholarships! If you are looking for college planning services, your school counselor can be a great asset, and there
are also very good local private counseling services that will give a more personalized service than most available
through the mail. Before you pay any money to a consultant service, do check their affiliations and qualifications.
And if you have any questions please feel free to ask your counselor. Remember, buyer beware!

Counseling Center Website

Our counseling center website will be available all summer for your reference Currently our course catalogue, list
of on-line resources for post-high school planning, pre-registration information and video, and planning hints for
10-12 grade are all available through the counseling section of Redmond High School’s website, http://
schools.lwsd.org/rhs/. We encourage you and your student to access these resources!
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Counselors’ Corner (continued)

Summer Travel
As your family makes summer travel plans please keep in mind opportunities for your student to investigate post
high school options. If your travels take you past technical schools, community colleges, or 4 year colleges or uni-
versities, maybe carve out some time to just walk through the campus. Even on informal tour like this can open your
student’s eyes to possibilities that they might not have considered before!

On A Personal Note

Jennifer Martinson, counselor to students with last names that start with the letters F — Ld, will be out on maternity
leave mid May through the end of the current school year. She and her husband just welcomed their first child, a
baby girl, born on May 18"".

During her leave substitute Joan Freiheit (pronounced JOE-ANNE FRY-HEIGHT) will be available to those students
and families assigned to Mrs. Martinson. Joan was a counselor in the LWSD for many years before she retired a few
short years ago. She brings a great deal of knowledge, experience and enthusiasm with her to RHS and looks forward
to meeting and working with our students. Should you need anything during Jennifer’s leave please contact Joan by
calling by email at jfreiheit@lwsd.org or by phone 425-936-1807 (direct) or 425-936-1804 (counseling main line).

Jennifer will return to work in August with the rest of the RHS staff to prepare for another great school year!

Cheryl Dennis announced she will retire at the end of the school year. Cheryl has worked in education for 31 years,
including K-12 and at the college level. She came to Redmond High School in 1989. She states it has been a great
pleasure to work with RHS students and families. She has many fond memories of working with students and par-
ticularly admires students who have overcome obstacles to obtain an education. Cheryl is looking forward to having
more time to enjoy personal friendships, read, bike, kayak, hike and walk her dog “Sparky” with her husband Dennis.
She will especially appreciate time to travel for visits with family in Southern California, Arizona, Georgia and North
Carolina.

Cheryl says, “l will greatly miss the staff at RHS and particularly the counseling team because of their constant pro-
fessionalism, support and candidness with one another!” A search will soon begin for her successor to facilitate a
smooth transition into the 2011-12 school year. You are invited to a reception to honor LWSD retirees taking place
on June 8" at 4 p.m. in the Lake Washington School District Resource Center.

TEST DATES FOR 2011-2012 OUR RHS CODE IS 480-978
Test Date Registration Deadline
ACT September 10, 2011 August 12, 2011
October 22, 2011 September 16, 2011
December 10, 2011 November 4, 2011
February 11, 2012 January 13, 2012
April 14, 2012 March 9, 2012
June 9, 2012 May 4, 2012

SAT Not available at press time
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RHS Calendar of Upcoming Events

Dates subject to change; please be sure the check the PTSA website at
www.redmondhsptsa.org or the school website at www.Iwsd.org/school/rhs.

Wednesday dJune 8 PTSA General Meeting RHS Career Center 7-8:30 pm
Wednesday dJune 15 Graduation Key Arena 2:00 pm
Tuesday June 21 1/2 school day
Wednesday dJune 22 1/2 school day

Last School Day
Monday August 22 First day Fall Sports

Tuesday September 6 First School Day



